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This  document  is  a  sunmiary  of  the  Willow  Creek  Land  Use  Plan  and  has 
been  published  and  distributed  for  your  information  and  review.   It  is 
an  attempt  on  our  part  to  make  more  people  aware  of  the  important  role 
the  public  lands  of  northeastern  California  play  in  our  Nation's  well- 
being  and  to  show  you  in  some  detail  how  these  lands  are  being  managed. 

The  public's  natural  resources— oil  and  gas  and  minerals,  timber  and 
livestock  forage,  wildlife  and  cultural  resources,  open  space  and  scenic 
resources — all  are  becoming  more  valuable  with  every  passing  year. 
Those  of  us  fortunate  enough  to  live  in  California  benfit  extensively 
from  these  resources.  We  indeed  enjoy  many  advantages  other  Americans 
do  not  share.   But  we  have  obligations  as  well.   As  those  living  closest 
to  the  public  lands  and  resources  all  Americans  depend  on,  we  should  be 
concerned  that  we  clearly  understand  local  resource  issues  and  management 
decisions. 

The  document  summarizes  how  the  BLM  will  manage  approximately  296,978 
acres. of  public  land  in  Lassen  County — Susanville  BLM  District's  Willow 
Creek  Planning  Unit.   The  Willow  Creek  Land  Use  Plan  is  a  culmination  of 
four  years  of  planning  and  environmental  assessment  efforts,  with  the 
advice  and  opinions  expressed  by  many  of  you  incorporated  throughout. 
The  decisions  in  it  will  be  acted  on  for  about  a  10-year  period.  After 
that,  changing  conditions  will  no  doubt  call  for  a  comprehensive  revision 
and  there  will  be  many  opportunities  for  you  to  have  a  voice  in  it. 

We  at  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  urge  you  to  look  at  this  summary  and 
reflect  on  how  the  decisions  made  in  it  affect,  directly  or  indirectly, 
the  lives  of  the  people  of  northeastern  California  as  well  as  of  the 
entire  Nation.   We  hope  you  will  keep  abreast  of  the  Bureau's  continuous 
management  program  and  will  continue  to  actively  participate  in  subsequent 
planning  efforts.  We  want  our  work  to  be  guided  by  your  thinking  as 
well  as  ours . 


Sincerely, 


C.  Rex  Cleary 


District  Manager 
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BACKGROUND  INFORMATION 


Location 

The  Willow  Creek  Planning  Unit  is  located  entirely  in  Lassen  County  and  is 
a  part  of  BLM's  Susanville  District.   The  unit  is  composed  of  575,910  total 
acres  and  includes  296,978  acres  of  public  land  and  25,190  acres  of  subsurface 
minerals  administered  by  the  Eagle  Lake  Resource  Area.   The  unit  is  bordered 
by  U.S.  Highway  395  on  the  south  and  east,  Lassen  National  Forest  on  the  west, 
and  Madeline  Plains  on  the  north. 


The  Document 

The  Management  Framework  Plan  (MFP)  Step  -  3  is  the  District  Managers  final 
multiple  use  decision  for  future  land  uses  in  the  Willow  Creek  Planning 
Unit.   This  document  is  a  general  guide  for  the  major  land  uses  and  contains 
only  the  important  decisions  in  summary  form.   The  more  detailed  working 
document  -  MFP  Step  -  2,  is  available  for  public  review  at  the  Eagle  Lake 
Resource  Area  Office  in  Susanville. 

This  land  use  plan  represents  the  culmination  of  extensive  planning  efforts 
and  public  consultation. 

Preplan  Analysis  for  public  review  and  comment  January  1980. 

Field  Tour  to  explain  resource  inventory  process  May  1980. 

Resource  Inventory  completed  September  1980. 

Livestock  permittees,  interest  groups  and  government  agencies 

contracted  for  concerns  and  recommendations . 

Unit  Resource  Analysis  describing  land  values  and  opportunities 

completed  January  1981. 

Public  Scoping  Meeting  to  review  initial  land  use  recommendation, 

EIS  issues  and  alternatives  conducted  June  1981. 

Area  Managers  land  use  recommendations  completed  November  1981. 

Final  Grazing  EIS  completed  September  1982. 

Significant  Resources  and  Management  Areas 

The  Willow  Creek  Planning  Unit  contains  the  following  major  resource  values. 

1 .  Realty 

BLM's  land  sale  and  exchange  program  is  being  actively  developed 
with  approximately  4,300  acres  initially  identified  for  disposal. 

2 .  Minerals 


Sand  and  gravel  extraction  is  the  primary  mineral  development 

activity,  although  47  oil  and  gas  leases  have  been  filed  and 

some  geothermal  potential  may  exist.   BLM  also  manages  25,190 
acres  of  subsurface  minerals. 


3.  Watershed 

Eagle  Lake,  Willow  Creek  and  other  water  sources  provide  public 
enjoyment  and  unique  habitat  for  wildlife. 

4.  Forest  Products 

Comercial  timber  lands  occupy  6,394  acres  and  have  a  750  thousand 
board  foot  annual  capability.   Juniper  woodlands  occupy  33,000 
acres  and  support  a  growing  fuelwood  need. 

5.  Wildlife  Habitat 

Over  300  wildlife  species  including  deer,  antelope,  upland  birds 
waterfowl  and  trout  are  supported  by  varied  habitat  found  through- 
out the  unit . 

6.  Recreation 

Hunting,  fishing,  boating  and  back-country  sightseeing  are  enjoyed 
by  the  visiting  public  with  Eagle  Lake  being  the  primary  attraction. 

7 .  Livestock  Forage 

27  grazing  allotments  provide  23,000  AUM's  of  forage  for  over  5,000 
cattle  during  the  summer  grazing  season. 

8.  Wilderness 

The  Tunnison  Mountain  Wilderness  Study  Area  (21,450  acres)  will  be 
managed  under  interim  management  guidelines  with  the  wilderness  suit- 
ability determination  made  by  January,  1984. 

Realizing  the  above  resources  occur  disproportionally,  the  Willow  Creek  Planning 
Unit  has  been  divided  into  eight  management  areas  based  on  the  maj  or  resource 
values  and  related  land  use  decisions.   This  allows  the  land  manager  to  emphasize 
the  over-riding  management  objective  of  each  area. 


ISSUES  and  CONCERNS 


The  following  issues  and  management  concerns  have  surfaced  during  the  development 
of  this  land  use  plan.   They  represent  both  issues  the  public  has  brought  forth 
and  concerns  presented  by  BLM  management. 

1 .  Management  of  Eagle  Lake  Basin 

Management  of  the  lake  basin  to  protect  its  unique  recreational, 
scenic  and  wildlife  values  limit  conflicting  uses,  such  as; 
livestock  grazing,  shoreline  camping  and  oil  and  gas  exploration. 

2 .  Land  Sales  and  Exchanges 

Some  BLM  administered  lands  are  difficult  and  uneconomical  to  manage 
and  it  would  be  in  the  publics  interest  to  sell  or  exchange  these 
parcels.   Private  landowners  are  generally  interested  in  purchasing 
adjoining  public  land  parcels  but  are  concerned  about  bidding  and 
financing  procedures.   Local  livestock  interests  foresee  a  disruption 
of  their  grazing  practices  if  certain  parcels  are  transfered  from 
public  ownership . 

3.  Change  of  Range  Management  Practices 

Proposed  grazing  systems,  livestock  exclusions  and  reductions, 
adjustments  in  seasons  and  area  of  use  are  viewed  with  some 
skepticism  by  the  grazing  permittees. 

4.  Control  of  Tablelands  Medusahead  Invasion  Area 

Control  techniques  and  cost  effectiveness  are  of  concern  -  some 
people  feel  eradication  is  hopeless. 

5 .  Economics 


With  a  limited  federal  budget,  alternative  funding  sources  (i.e.  cost 
sharing)  need  to  be  explored  to  allow  implementation  of  management 
plans  and  protective  measures. 


AREAWIDE  DECISIONS 


Realty 


All  land  sales  will  be  consistent  with  Land  Use  Decisions  and  will 
be  evaluated  through  appropriate  environmental  assessments.   In  the 
Willow  Creek  Unit  approximately  4,300  acres  have  been  identified 
for  disposal  in  the  following  manner. 

a.  280  acres  for  sale  in  fiscal  year  1983. 

b.  1,197  acres  for  sale  in  fiscal  year  1984. 

c.  Approximately  2,800  acres  for  future  sale  consideration. 

d.  Other  lands  may  subsequently  be  identified  as  long  as  they 
are  consistent  with  land  use  goals  and  objectives;  are 
coordinated  with  affected  users;  and  are  evaluated  in  an 
environmental  assessment. 

Complete  a  proposed  land  exchange  with  the  State  of  California  and 
process  future  land  exchanges  that  show  definite  public  benefits. 

Grant  rights-of-way  for  powerlines,  roads,  and  other  facilities 
necessary  for  development  of  geothermal  and  oil  and  gas  resources. 

Provide  legal  and  physical  access  for  public  use  and  resource 
management  activities  on  public  lands  through  easement  acquisition 
and  construction  or  maintenance  of  roads,  providing  such  develop- 
ment does  not  conflict  with  wilderness  policy. 


Minerals 


Except  for  the  Eagle  Lake  Basin,  allow  exploration  and  development  of 
locatable  minerals,  oil  and  gas  and  geothermal  resources  subject  to 
surface  mining  regulations  and  in  coordination  with  other  resources. 

Forest  Products 

1.  Manage  timber  land  under  multiple  use  and  sustained  yield  principles. 

2.  Allow  timber land  improvement  practices  compatible  with  land  use  plan. 

3.  Manage  juniper  woodlands  to  meet  local  fuelwood  needs  and  to  support 
vegetative  type  changes  recommended  by  other  activities. 

Water  Resources 


Manage  flood  plain  areas  by  not  allowing  structures  or  cultural 
developments  which  would  be  damaged  by  periodic  flooding. 

Restore  wetlands  that  show  greatest  improvement  potential  and  provide 
most  benefit  as  wildlife  habitat. 
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3.    Consider  the  annual  ground  water  recharge  when  authorizing  land  uses 
which  would  create  substantial  drawdown. 

Range  Management 

1 .  Select  the  proposed  action  alternative  of  the  Willow  Creek  Grazing  EIS 
for  future  livestock  management.    See  Table  Appendix  I  for  a  detailed 
description.   The  Rangeland  Program  Summary  will  document  implementation 
and  modifications. 

2.  Reduce  the  stocking  rate  on  those  allotments  which  have  insufficient 
livestock  grazing  capacity.   Substantiate  needed  reductions  with  5  years 
of  field  monitoring  prior  to  implementing. 


New  Bailey  Creek 
Johnson/ Chappuis 


Active 
Grazing  Pref , 
2,033 
602 


Estimated 
Grazing  Capacity 
1,479 
271 


For  New  Bailey  Creek  Allotment,  vegetative  treatment  on  public  and 
private  lands  is  being  actively  pursued  to  increase  the  grazing 
capacity.   The  stocking  rate  on  Johnson/Chappuis  will  be  reduced 
by  administrative  transfer  of  434  AUMs  to  South  Horse  Lake  Allotment, 

Increase  the  stocking  rate  on  those  allotments  which  have  excess 
livestock  grazing  capacity.   Authorize  increases  as  temporary  non- 
renewable during  five  (5)  year  period.   After  five  (5)  years  sub- 
stantiate permanent  increase  based  on  monitoring. 


Crest 

North  Horse  Lake 
Cottonwood 
South  Horse  Lake 


1/ 


Active 

Grazing  Pref, 

142 

1,968 

33 

2,759 


Estimated 

Grazing  Capacity 

825 

2,835 

142 

3,166 


4.  Maintain  stocking  rate  on  all  other  allotments  unless  vegetative 
manipulations  increase  livestock  forage  or  monitoring  indicates 
otherwise. 

5.  Implement  AMP's  on  Improvement  catagory  allotments. 

New  Bailey  Creek 

New  Ravendale  (Incl.  Shumway) 

North  Horse  Lake 

Slate  Creek/Eagle  Lake 

-  Bucks  Bay  (existing) 
Crest 

-  Snowstorm 
South  Horse  Lake 
Tablelands 

-  Johnson/Chappuis  (existing) 

Woods  Individual  (existing/Maintenance) 


1_/   Increase  434  AUMs  by  transfer  from  Johnson/Chappuis  Allotment. 
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Because  of  the  restricted  federal  budget  range  improvement  funds 
will  be  concentrated  on  Improvement  catagory  allotments.   The 
Improvement  Allotments  will  be  further  ranked  for  investment 
prioritization . 

6.  Establish  grazing  seasons  using  1/2  vegetative  growth  of  key  perennial 
grass  species  as  range  readiness. 

South  half  of  unit  -    4/1  to  10/31 
North  half  of  unit  -    4/15  to  10/31 

Fifteen  day  delay  required  on: 

North  Horse  Lake    (from  4/1  to  4/15) 
New  Ravendale       (from  4/1  to  4/15) 

7.  Establish  moderate  use  limitation  of  40%  to  60%  utilization 
during  the  grazing  season. 

8.  Allow  partial  conversions  of  cattle  to  sheep. 

9.  Maintain  the  New  Ravendale  Wild  Horse  Herd  population  of  15  horses 
at  plus  or  minus  50%. 

Wildlife  Habitat 

1.  Provide  on  the  ground  water  for  wildlife  at  all  new  water  developments. 

2.  Prohibit  toxicant  control  of  jackrabbits. 

3.  Prevent  beaver  introductions  within  the  planning  unit. 

4.  Protect  Golden  Eagle  and  Prairie  Falcon  hunting  areas  by  either 
prohibiting  vegetation  manipulation  near  nesting  sites  or  leaving 
island  of  native  vegetation. 

5.  Provide  sufficient  forage  and  habitat  to  support  objective  deer 
antelope  populations . 

6.  Prohibit  sagebrush  eradication  projects  within  verified  sage  grouse 
breeding  complexes . 

7.  Ensure  that  scattered  junipers  are  left  in  any  juniper  reduction  area. 

8.  Establish  a  fire  management  plan  which  addresses  limited  suppression 
techniques  on  vegetation  communities  benefiting  from  fire  and  active 
suppression  techniques  on  high  value  lands  which  would  be  damaged 

by  wild  fire . 
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Recreation 


1.  Designate  the  planning  unit  open  for  off  highway  vehicle  use,  except 
for  Eagle  Lake  Basin  and  Willow  Creek  Canyon  which  have  restrictions 
on  off  road  vehicle  use.   (Discussed  under  specific  area  decisions.) 

2.  Manage  the  planning  unit  under  designated  Visual  Resource  Management 
class  to  maintain  current  landscape  character.   The  Eagle  Lake  Basin 
and  Tunnison  Mtn.  Wilderness  Study  Area  are  designated  Class  II  and 
the  remainder  of  the  unit  is  designated  Class  III  and  IV. 


Cultural  Resources 

1.  Protect  cultural  sites  having  significant  values. 

2.  When  developing  projects,  consider  significant  cultural  values. 

Fire  Management 

Develop  a  unit  wide  Fire  Management  Plan  which  addresses  prescribed  fire 
and  limited  suppression  in  support  of  other  activities. 
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MANAGEMENT  AREA  DECISIONS 


SUSANVILLE  FRONT 

Management  Objective  -  Respond  to  public  demands,  City,  County  and  State 
needs  while  maintaining  range  and  wildlife  needs. 

Rational  -  As  Susanville's  population  grows,  more  demand  will  be  placed  on 
the  public  lands  surrounding  the  City.   The  public  lands  in  this  unit  are 
being  used  for  private  wood  cutting,  livestock  grazing,  recreational  uses 
such  as  hunting  and  off  road  vehicles,  and  an  R&PP  for  a  Rifle  Range. 
As  more  demands  occur  the  public  lands  will  be  used  to  meet  these  new 
demands  as  well  as  continuing  to  meet  existing  uses. 


A.  Recreation 

1.  Rifle  Range  -  Complete  25  year  R&PP  with  the  County. 

2.  Designate  the  Rice  Canyon  Off  Road  Vehicle  area  as  a  Special 
Recreation  Management  Area;  develop  a  Recreation  Management 
Plan;  continue  as  an  open  use  area. 

B.  Minerals 

1.  Manage  all  public  lands  including  the  1920  acres  of  split  estate 
for  mineral  exploration  and  development. 

2.  Issue  permit  to  drill  on  one  existing  oil  lease  when  applied  for, 

3.  Maintain  the  Antelope  decomposed  granite  pit  for  public  use. 

C.  Forestry  -  Maintain  this  area  open  for  public  firewood  demand. 

D.  Realty 

1.  Maintain  the  Antelope  Repeater  Site. 

2.  Consider  exchanges  and  R&PP's  based  on  public  requests  and 
public  needs. 

E.  Range 

1.  Improvement  Allotments  -  Johnson/Chappuis  (Existing  AMP). 

2.  Maintenance  Allotment  -  Rice  Canyon. 

3.  Custodial  Allotment  -  Coffin. 

F.  Wildlife 

1.  Manage  Johnson/Chappuis  for  optimum  deer  winter  range. 

2.  Important  Antelope  kidding  areas  will  be  considered  in  all 
management. 

G.  Fire  -  Active  fire  suppression  using  direct  attack,  due  to  the 
urban  wildland  interface.   Coordinate  with  CDF  due  to  their  fire 
responsibilities  under  contract. 
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II.   TUMI  SON  MOUNTAIN  WSA 

Management  Objective  -  Tunnison  Mountain  was  designated  a  WSA  and  all 
management  will  follow  Interim  Wilderness  Guidlines. 

Rational  -  Interim  Wilderness  Guidelines  constitute  how  this  unit  will 
be  managed  until  a  determination  on  wilderness  -  non-wilderness  status 
is  determined.   The  study  and  recommendation  is  due  in  1984  FY. 

A.  Realty 

1.  Retain  the  public  land  in  public  ownership. 

2.  No  new  roads. 

B.  Wilderness 

1.  Manage  area  under  interim  guidelines. 

2.  Manage  Willow  Creek  Canyon  for  its  cultural,  recreational  and 
wildlife  values . 

C.  Range 

1.  Continue  livestock  grazing  in  most  of  the  area, 
a.    Improvement  Allotment  -  South  Horse  Lake. 

2.  Eliminate  cattle  grazing  from  Willow  Creek  Canyon  (not  related 
to  Wilderness) . 

a.  Provide  livestock  water  on  top  of  the  rim  or  by  water  gaps 
in  the  creek. 

b.  Use  three  (3)  miles  of  fence  to  gap  fence  the  rim  to 
exclude  livestock. 

D.  Wildlife 

1.  Key  antelope  kidding  grounds,  must  be  considered  in  all  management, 

2.  Sage  grouse  strutting  and  winter  habitat,  must  be  considered  in 
all  management. 

E.  Minerals 

December  1982,  The  Secretary  of  Interior  set  policy  withdrawing  WSA's 
from  mineral  leasing.   Prior  to  this  policy  two  leases  were  issued  in 
this  WSA.   No  new  leases  will  be  issued  and  if  development  occurs, 
close  coordination  will  be  used  to  prevent  undo  degradation  to  this 
WSA. 

F.  Recreation 

1.  If  Tunnison  Mtn.  WSA  is  not  declared  wilderness,  designate  Willow 
Creek  Canyon  as  a  Special  Recreation  Management  Area,  and  develop 
a  coordinated  Management  Plan  with  special  consideration  to: 

1 .  Recration 

2.  Wildlife  Habitat 

3.  Cultural  Resources 

2.  Close  Willow  Creek  Canyon  to  ORV's. 

G.  Fire  Suppression 

1.  Suppression  is  modified  by  Interim  Management. 

2.  Motorized  vehicles  are  restricted. 

3.  Coordinate  with  CDF  as  this  area  borders  the  CDF  contract  area. 
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III.  TABLELANDS 

Management  Objective  -  Maintain  existing  range  use  while  experimentally 
trying  to  control  Medusahead. 

Rational  -  Medusahead  is  an  invading  annual  grass  of  low  forage  and  wildlife 
value.   This  plant  has  essentially  taken  over  this  unit  and  will  expand  into 
other  areas  if  control  measures  are  not  initiated.   Experimental  plots  have 
been  set  up  and  various  experimental  controls  tried. 

A.  Range 

1.  Continue  grazing  in  Tablelands  and  manage  as  Improvement  Allotment, 

2.  Work  with  USDA,  ARS  on  the  experimental  control  of  medusahead  to 
control  spread  to  this  species;  convert  this  unit  to  a  productive 
range,  and  utilize  knowledge  on  other  invaded  ranges. 

B.  Realty 

Retain  the  public  lands  in  public  ownership. 

C.  Minerals 

1.  Encourage  mineral  exploration  and  development. 

2.  Process  APD's  timely  when  applied  for. 

D.  Wildlife 

1.  Consider  key  sage  grouse  strutting  and  wintering  areas  and 
key  antelope  kidding  grounds  in  daily  management. 

-  Any  controls  for  medusahead  need  to  consider  these  species, 
but  control  of  medusahead  takes  precedence. 

2.  Manage  Biscar  Wildlife  Management  in  close  coordination  with 
California  Department  of  Fish  and  Game  for  waterfowl  and  fisheries. 

-  Restrict  grazing. 

E.  Fire 

Write  fire  management  plans  for  this  unit  to  allow  the  Bureau  to 
use  limited  suppression. 

a.   This  will  enable  BLM  to  utilize  wildfire  to  meet  management 
objectives  and  experimental  goals  on  plant  control. 
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IV.   SNOWSTORM/SHAFFER  MOUNTAINS 

Management  Objective  -  Maintain  key  antelope,  sagegrouse  and  waterfowl 
habitat  while  continuing  to  meet  existing  grazing  demands.  Coordinate 
any  new  uses  with  existing  wildlife  needs. 

Rational  -  This  unit  has  high  wildlife  values .   Key  antelope  kidding  grounds 
and  sage  grouse  strutting  and  wintering  areas  occur  throughout  the  area. 
Also,  in  this  area  are  two  existing  wetlands  for  waterfowl  production  and 
one  (1)  proposed  wetland. 

A.  Wildlife 

1.  Waterfowl  Areas  -  exclude  livestock  grazing;  manage  for  waterfowl 
production  in  coordination  with  California  Department  Fish  &  Game. 

a.  Biscar  -  fishery  and  waterfowl  -  wildlife  withdrawal  area. 

b.  Snowstorm  Wetlands  -  waterfowl. 

c.  Ravendale  Wetlands  -  develop  new  project  -  coordinate  with 
Cal-Trans . 

2.  Sage  grouse  -  maintain  wintering  and  strutting  areas. 

3.  Antelope  -  maintain  kidding  grounds. 

B.  Range 

1.  Improvement  Allotment  -  Shaffer  Mountain 

-  Snowstorm 

-  Crest 

2.  Custodial  Allotment   -  Humphrey  3-C 

3.  Vegetative  Manipulations 

Limited  to  North  Snowstorm  Mtn.  -  coordinate  with  wildlife  to 
maintain  antelope  and  sage  grouse  habitat  values. 

C.  Realty 

1.   Reject  DLE  applications  on  2,477  acres. 

a.  Retain  1,280  acres  in  public  ownership. 

b.  Consider  1,197  acres  for  future  sales  in  fiscal  year  1984. 

No  other  public  lands  in  the  unit  are  suitable  for  agricultural 
settlement  or  entry.   According  to  the  Soil  Conservation  Service, 
soils  on  public  land  are  rated  no  better  than  Class  6  -  generally 
not  suitable  for  agriculture. 

D.  Minerals 

1.  Encourage  exploration  and  development. 

2.  Process  APD's  timely. 

E.  Cultural 

1.  Protect  identified  sites  that  have  significant  values. 

2.  Coordinate  future  oil  and  gas  developments  if  it  occurs. 

F.  Fire 

Utilize  direct  attack  to  protect  the  resource  values  present. 


23 


-:l^M£^f/"unS 


;-^V^ri- -"j-tA     '-i 


K-WiflP 


■ 


FREDONYER  PEAK 

Management  Objective  -  Utilize  prescribed  fire  to  maintain  existing  scenic, 
recreational,  and  commercial  timber  values  present. 

Rational  -  Fredonyer  Mountain  has  always  been  considered  to  have  high 
scenic  quality  and  is  in  the  viewshed  of  Eagle  Lake,   Also  present  is 
commercial  value  forest  lands  which  have  been  restricted  from  logging. 
Catastrophic  fire  is  a  threat  to  both  recreation  and  forest  values 
because  of  dense  timber  stands,  juniper  woodlands  and  Mountain  Mahogany 
brushland. 

A.  Forestry 

1.  Manage  commercial  timber  for  sustained  yield  and  multiple  use. 

2.  Write  a  timber  harvest  plan  to  assure  protection  of  scenic  values. 

3.  Develop  an  active  firewood  program. 

B.  Fire 

1.   Write  a  prescribed  burn  plan  for  11,000  acres  that: 

a.  Enables  BLM  to  use  natural  fires'  in  management. 

b.  Modifies  fire  fuels  to  reduce  the  potential  for  catastrophic 
wildfire. 

c.  Coordinates  with  CDF  because  much  of  this  area  is  under  CDF 
contract. 

C.  Range 

1.  Improvement  Allotments  -  North  Horse  Lake 

-  South  Horse  Lake 

2.  Maintenance  Allotments  -  Cottonwood  Individual 

-  Woods  Individual 

-  Barron  Individual 

3.  Custodial  Allotments   -  Hansen  Individual 

D.  Minerals 

Open  to  exploration  and  development. 

E.  Lands 

Retain  public  land  in  public  ownership. 
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VI.   MADELINE  PLAINS /NORTH  HORSE  LAKE 

Management  Objective  -  To  improve  range  condition  and  range  production 
through  manipulating  vegetation,  utilizing  both  prescribed  burns  and 
wildfire. 

Rational  -  This  area  has  high  potential  for  improvement  through  manipulating 
vegetation.   There  are  few  wildlife  conflicts,   and  changes  in  vegetation 
may  bring  allotments  up  to  full  Class  I  allocations. 

A.  Realty 

1.  Offer  280  acres  for  sale  -  direct  sale  1983. 

2.  Consider  400  acres  for  future  sales. 

B.  Minerals 


Encourage  exploration  and  development. 

Fire  Suppression 

1.  Utilize  limited  suppression  to  allow  the  use  of  wildfire  for 
beneficial  impacts. 

2.  Write  prescribed  fire  plans  for  3  units  composed  of  27,000  acres. 

Range 

1.  Improvement  Allotments  -  North  Horse  Lake 

-  New  Ravendale 

-  New  Bailey  Creek 

In  the  New  Bailey  Creek  Allotment  a  planned  grazing  system  and 
vegetative  treatment  will  increase  livestock  forage. 

2.  Maintenance  Allotments  -  Williams 

Wild  Horses 

Maintain  a  viable  herd  of  10-25  wild  horses. 
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VII.  GRASSHOPPER  VALLEY 

Management  Objective  -  Utilize  land  sales,  exchanges  and  R&PP's  to  attain  a 
better  land  pattern  for  future  management  in  this  unit.   Continue   an 
active  range  and  commercial  timber  program  and  consider  these  in  any 
land  tenure  adjustments. 

Rational  -  This  area  has  a  high  potential  for  land  tenure  adjustments. 
Isolated  public  lands  with  limited  resource  values  and  management  difficulties 
make  this  unit  ideal  for  all  forms  of  Asset  Management. 

A.  Realty 

1.  Encourage   sales  and  exchanges. 

2.  Consider  1,120  acres  for  future  sale  and  continue  to  review  other 
acreage  for  future  sales. 

B.  Range 

1.  Improvement  Allotments  -  Portions  of  Slate  Creek/Eagle  Lake. 

2.  Custodial  Allotments  -  Buf fam/Metcalf 

-  Said  Valley 

-  Walton 

-  Dry  Valley 

C.  Minerals 

Encourage  exploration  and  development. 

D.  Eire  Suppression 

1.  Utilize  active  suppression  due  to  intermix  of  private  lands. 

2.  Coordinate  with  CDF  due  to  contract  responsibilities. 

E.  Forestry 

1.  Continue  harvest,  thinning,  and  reproduction  programs. 

2.  Develop  active  firewood  program. 

F.  Wildlife  -  Bald  Eagle  Management 

An  HMP  has  been  written  to  protect  species  habitat.   Other  resource 
uses  must  be  coordinated  to  follow  this  plan. 
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VIII.      EAGLE  LAKE  BASIN 

Management  Objective  -  Manage  this  unit  for  the  recreational,  wildlife 
and  environmental  values  present.   Lassen  Counties  Eagle  Lake  Area  Plan 
states,  "The  overall  goal  of  the  Eagle  Lake  Area  Plan  is  the  long-term 
protection  and  enhancement  of  the  environment  of  Eagle  Lake  for  all 
generations.   Based  upon  the  assumption  that  Eagle  Lake  has  unique 
values  to  be  preserved,  the  objective  is  to  determine  the  optimum 
mix,  levels,  and  locations  of  uses  and  development  that  would  preserve 
and  enhance  the  uniqueness  and  integrity  of  the  lake." 

Rational  -  Eagle  Lake  is  one  of  the  most  sensitive  areas  in  the 
District.   It  is  California's  second  largest  natural  lake  and  is 
in  a  closed  basin  with  no  natural  outflow.   Aside  from  it's 
natural  beauty  the  lake  is  the  center  of  water  based  recreation 
with  several  developed  campgrounds.   It  also  provides  habitat 
for  a  trophy  fishery  and  the  southern  Bald  Eagle,  a  threatened 
species.   Through  coordinated  management  and  utilization  of  the 
Eagle  Lake  Board  of  Directors  in  future  decisions,  an  ACEC  designa- 
tion is  not  warranted  at  this  time. 

A.  Minerals 

No  leasing  within  the  hydrologic  basin.   There  are  portions  of  two 
oil  and  gas  leases  in  this  unit  but  no  surface  occupancy  will  be 
allowed. 

B.  Realty 

Limit  land  tenure  adjustments  to  exchanges  for  public  benefit. 

C.  Range 

1.  Improvement  Allotment  -  Portion  of  Slate  Creek/Eagle  Lake. 

-  Bucks  Bay  (existing  AMP) . 

2.  Custodial  Allotment   -  Stones 

-  Walsh  Mountain 

3.  Livestock  Closures 

a.  Rocky  Point  -  seasonal  closure  on  part  of  Bucks  Bay 

b.  Highway  139  -  except  trailing  -  closure  on  part  of  Slate 
Creek/Eagle  Lake  Allotment  due  to  safety  and  recreational 
pressure. 

4.  Juniper  control  -  only  if  meets  VRM  criteria. 

D.  Forestry 

1.  Manage  commercial  timber  under  sustained  yield  and  multiple  use. 

2.  Harvest  timber  under  VRM  criteria  in  coordination  with  the 
approved  Bald  Eagle  HMP . 

3.  Develop  an  active  firewood  program,  which  adheres  to  VRM  criteria. 

E.  Fire 

1.  Develop  a  limited  suppression  to  restrict  the  use  of  caterpillar 
tractors.   Active  suppression  is  required  on  the  highly  developed 
intermixed  private  lands. 

2.  CDF  has  protective  responsibilities  in  this  area  which  necessitates 
a  high  level  of  coordination. 
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F.  Wildlife 

1.  Coordinate  with  California  Fish  &  Game  on  fisheries  management. 

2.  Develop  Osprey  nest  trees  and  coordinate  program  with  Forest  Service. 

3.  Monitor  Bald  Eagle  HMP. 

G.  Recreation 

1.  Designate  BLM  lands  within  Eagle  Lake  Basin  as  a  Special 
Recreation  Management  Area  and  develop  Recreation  Management 
Plan  for  the  area.   Coordinate  plan  with  both  the  Forest  Service 
and  Lassen  County. 

2.  Designate  the  Eagle  Lake  Basin  as  VRM  Class  II  and  coordinate 
all  other  uses  with  this  designation. 

3.  Maintain  two  developed  campgrounds. 

a.  Rocky  Point. 

b.  Eagle  Lake  Campground. 

4.  Limit  recreation  use  on  Highway  139  to  day  use  only. 

5.  Restrict  vehicle  use  to  existing  roads  only. 

Hi    Hydrology 

1.  When  the  lake  level  reaches  5,110  elevation,  make  a  decision 
on  whether  or  not  to  reinforce  permanent  earthfill  plug  at 
the  tunnel  inlet. 

2.  Coordinate  future  management  with  County  Supervisors  and 
Eagle  Lake  Board  of  Directors. 

3.  Cooperate  with  Cal-Trans  in  developing  contingency  relocation 
plan  for  Highway  139. 
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Mvcatock  Wge  Allocation 

and  Managamant 

APPEK 

mk  i 

Suitnbilit} 

(Acres/AUMs) 

Propose 

Use 

(AUMs) 

d           1/ 

Difference— 
(AUMs/Percent) 

No. 
Permit-     Use 
tees      Season 

Management 
Category 

Allocment 

Total 

Unsuitable 

Potentially 
Suitable 

Suitable 

Type 
Manage- 
ment 

Walton 

930/73 

930/73 

94 

-21/29 

1      05/01-10/31 

Custodial 

Non-AMP 

Said  Valley 

1,545/221 

46/7 

77/11 

1,422/203 

232 

-29/14 

1      04/16-10/31 

Custodial 

Non-AMP 

Buffam-Metcalf 

4,165/300 

14 /<a 

346/25 

3,805/274 

246 

+28/10 

1      05/15-10/11 

Maintenance 

Non-AMP 

Dry  Valley 

453/53 

453/53 

24 

+29/54 

1      04/16-10/31 

Custodial 

Non-AMP 

New  Bailey  Creek 

15,569/2,094 

494/46 

210/20 

14,865/2,028 

2,033 

-5/  1 

3      04/16-10/31 

Improvement 

AMP 

Williams 

3,058/478 

136/21 

2,922/457 

519 

-62/14 

1      05/16-10/31 

Maintenance 

Non-AMP 

New  Ravendale 

32,477/3,991 

234/22 

2,264/198 

29,979/3,771 

3,771 

0 

1      04/15-10/31 

Improvement 

AMP 

N.  Horse  Lake 

26,874/3,313 

438/46 

•782/86 

25,654/3,181 

3,181 

0 

2      04/16-10/31 

Improvement 

AMP 

Slate  Creek 

27,529/2,321 

544/44 

2,846/172- 

24,139/2,105 

2,066 

+39/2 

3      04/16-10/31 

Improvement 

AMP 

Bucks  Bay 

5,154/753 

170/25 

4,984/728 

840 

-112/15 

1      05/01-09/30 

Improvement 

AMP 

Hansen 

1,263/175 

107/15 

1,156/160 

129 

+31/19 

1      04/16-09/15 

Custodial 

Non-AMP 

Crest 

11,835/825 

11,835/825 

660 

+165/20 

1      05/16-09/15 

Improvement 

AMP 

Snowstorm 

43,681/4,651 

4/<l 

148/13 

43,529/4,638 

4,638 

0 

3      04/01-10/31 

Improvement 

AMP 

Erlck 

2,475/218 

50/4 

124/11 

2,301/203 

230 

-27/13 

1      04/16-09/15 

Maintenance 

Non-AMP 

Wood 

2,189/234 

17/2 

2,172/232 

253 

-21/9 

1      05/01-09/30 

Maintenance 

AMP 

Cottonwood 

1,692/142 

1,692/142 

114 

+28/20 

1      05/10-08/09 

Maintenance 

Non-AMP 

Stone 

882/87 

26/3 

20/2 

836/82 

50 

+32/39 

1      04/01-12/31 

Custodial 

Non-AMP 

Walsh  Mountain 

4,780/342 

53/4 

764/55 

3,963/283 

291 

-8/3 

1      04/16-09/15 

Maintenance 

Non-AMP 

Barron 

4,309/203 

266/12 

1,205/57 

2,838/134 

122 

+  12/9 

1      04/01-09/30 

Maintenance 

Non-AMP 

S.  Horse  Lake 

41,669/3,580 

899/77 

4,017/344-'' 

36,753/3,159 

3,193 

-34/1 

7      04/01-08/31 

Improvement 

AMP 

Humphrey  SC 

5,096/573 

1,661/ 187 

3,435/386 

309 

+77/20 

3      03/01-05/30 

Custodial 

Non-AMP 

Tablelands 

16,260/1,772 

163/7 

106/3-' 

15,991/1,762 

1,762 

0 

4     04/01-10/15 

Improvement 

AMP 

Coffin 

1,062/103 

265/26 

797/77 

194 

-117/152 

1     05/01-10/31 

Custodial 

Non-AMP 

Rice  Canyon 

10,800/931 

797/69 

2,055/177 

7,948/685 

649 

+36/5 

4      04/01-08/31 

Maintenance 

Non-AMP 

Johnston-Chappuis 

6,768/287 

82/4 

527/24-' 

6,159/259 

234 

+25/1 

1      04/16-06/30 

Improvement 

AMP 

Shaffer  Mountain 

24,463/1,760 

1,905/137 

2,433/138 

20,125/1,485 

1,613 

-128/9 

2      04/01-08/31 

Maintenance 

Non-AMP 

TOTALS 


296,978/29,480  6,603/557    19,692/1,538  270,683/27,385  27,447-' 


6/ 


-63/  \ 


\l   Difference  between  suitable  forage  and  proposed  use.   Negative  values  indicate  suitable  forage  would  be  less  than  proposed  use;  positive  values 

indicate  suitable  forage  would  be  greater  than  proposed  use.   See  APPENDIX  A  for  description  of  forage  allocation  procedures. 
2/  651  acres/18  AUMs  unavailable  due  to  livestock  exclusion. 
3/  95  acres/7  AUMs  unavailable  due  to  livestock  exclusion. 
4/  106  acres/3  AUMs  unavailable  due  to  livestock  exclusion. 
5/  237  acres/12  AUMs  unavailable  due  to  livestock  exclusion. 
6/  4,083  AUMs  result  from  proposed  vegetative  treatments. 
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ABBREVIATIONS 
AMP 
AMS 
AIM 
BLM 
CFR 
EA 
EIS 
FLPMA 
HMP 
IMP 
MA 
NRHP 
OHV 
PA 
RMP 
SMSA 
SNU 
VRM 
WSA 


allotment  management  plan 

Analysis  of  Management  Situation 

animal  unit  month 

Bureau  of  Land  Management 

Code  of  Federal  Regulations 

environmental  assessment 

environmental  impact  statement 

Federal  Land  Policy  and  Management  Act 

habitat  management  plan 

interim  management  policy 

management  area 

National  Register  of  Historic  Places 

off-highway  vehicle 

planning  area 

Resource  Management  Plan 

Standard  Metropolitan  Statistical  Area 

suspended  nonuse  (AUMs) 

visual  resource  management 

wilderness  study  area 
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TERMS 

ACTIVE  PREFERENCE:  The  current  available  forage  authorized  for  use  on 
individual  grazing  permits.  Same  as  Active  AUMs.  Active  preference  plus 
any  suspended  preference  equal  total  preference. 

ACTUAL  USE:   The  amount  of  livestock  use  actually  grazed. 

ALLOTMENT:  An  area  of  land  where  one  or  more  operators  graze  their  livestock. 
It  contains  public  lands  and  can  include  parcels  of  private  or  state 
owned  lands.  The  number  of  livestock  and  period  of  use  are  stipulated 
for  each  allotment.  An  allotment  may  consist  of  several  pastures  or  be 
only  one  pasture. 

ALLOTMENT  MANAGEMENT  PLAN  (AMP) :  A  livestock  grazing  management  plan  dealing 
with  a  specific  unit  of  rangeland,  and  based  on  multiple-use  resource 
management  objectives.  The  AMP  considers  livestock  grazing  in  relation 
to  other  uses  of  the  range  and  in  relation  to  renewable  resources  - 
watershed,  vegetation,  and  wildlife.  An  AMP  establishes  the  seasons  of 
use,  the  number  of  livestock  to  be  permitted  on  the  range,  the  range 
improvements  needed,  and  the  grazing  system. 

ALLOWABLE  CUT:  The  amount  of  timber  that  may  be  harvested  annually  or 
periodically  from  a  specified  area  over  a  stated  period  of  time  in 
accordance  with  the  objectives  of  management  on  a  sustained-yield  basis. 

ANIMAL  UNIT:  The  equivalent  of  one  mature  (1,000  lb.)  cow  or  5  sheep  based 
upon  average  daily  forage  consumption  of  26  lbs.  dry  matter  per  day. 

ANIMAL  UNIT  MONTH  (AUM) :  (1)  The  amount  of  feed  or  forage  required  by  an 
animal  unit  for  one  month  (i.e.,  800  lbs. /month).  (2)  Tenure  of  one 
animal-unit  for  a  period  of  one  month. 

ANNUALS:  Plants  produced  from  seed  which  complete  their  life  cycle  in  one 
growing  season. 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL  RESOURCES:  Sites,  areas,  structures,  objects,  or  other 
evidence  of  prehistoric  or  historic  human  activities. 

BASE  PROPERTY:  The  ranch  or  privately  owned  property  that  acts  as  base  for 
the  livestock  operation  providing  forage  or  hay  for  livestock  during  the 
period  they  are  off  public  rangeland.  Grazing  preference  is  tied 
directly  to  ownership  or  control  of  base  property. 

BEST  MANAGEMENT  PRACTICE  (BMP):  A  practice  or  combination  of  practices 
determined  by  the  State  and/or  area-wide  planning  agencies,  after  problem 
assessment,  examination  of  alternative  practices,  and  appropriate  public 
participation,  to  be  the  most  effective,  practicable  means  of  preventing 
or  reducing  pollution  generated  by  non-point  sources  to  a  level 
compatible  with  water  quality  standards. 

BOARD  FOOT  (B.F.):   A  unit  of  solid  wood,  one  foot  square  and  one  inch  thick. 
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BROWSE:  The  tender  shoots,  twigs,  and  leaves  of  trees  and  shrubs  often  used 
as  food  by  deer,  antelope,  livestock,  and  other  animals;  or  to  feed  or 
eat  on  browse. 

CARRYING  CAPACITY:  The  maximum  stocking  rate  possible  without  damaging 
vegetation  or  related  resources.  Carrying  capacity  may  vary  from  year  to 
year  on  the  same  area  due  to  fluctuating  forage  production  caused 
primarily  by  differing  amounts  of  precipitation. 

CHERRY  STEM:  Fingerlike  intrusions  into  a  WSA  which  are  not  themselves  part 
of  the  WSA  (for  example,  an  access  road). 

CLASS  II  CULTURAL  INVENTORY:  A  sample  oriented  field  inventory  of  cultural 
resources. 

CLIMAX:  The  highest  ecological  development  of  a  plant  community  capable  of 
perpetuation  under  the  prevailing  climate  and  soil  conditions. 

COMMERCIAL  FOREST  LAND:  Forest  land  that  is  now  producing  or  is  capable  of 
producing  at  least  20  cubic  feet  per  acre  per  year  of  commerical 
coniferous  tree  species. 

COMMERCIAL  THINNING:   Removal  of  merchantable  surplus  trees. 

CRITICAL  WILDLIFE  HABITAT:  That  portion  of  the  living  area  of  a  wildlife 
species  that  is  essential  to  the  survival  and  perpetuation  of  the  species 
either  as  individuals  or  as  a  population. 

CULTURAL  RESOURCES:  Those  fragile  and  nonrenewable  remains  of  human  activity, 
occupation,  or  endeavor,  which  are  reflected  in  district  sites, 
structures,  buildings,  objects,  artifacts,  ruins,  works  of  art, 
architecture  or  natural  features. 

CUMULATIVE  IMPACT  (WILDERNESS):  The  aggregate  impact  of  existing  and  proposed 
activities.  Individual  intrusions  when  considered  by  themselves  may  not 
impair  wilderness  suitability;  however,  when  combined  with  other  existing 
and  proposed  substantially  unnoticeable  impacts,  the  total  effect  may  be 
sufficient  to  impair  an  area's  suitability  for  preservation  as 
wilderness. 

DEPENDENCY:  The  amount  of  forage  provided  by  public  lands,  expressed  as  a 
percentage  of  a  herd's  total  forage  requirements  for  one  complete  year. 
The  forage  requirement  is  based  on  the  ranch's  total  herd. 

ENDANGERED  SPECIES:  Any  species  which  is  in  danger  of  extinction  throughout 
all  or  a  significant  portion  of  its  range. 

EPHEMERAL  STREAM:  A  stream  which  only  flows  for  a  short  time  each  year  in 
direct  response  to  precipitation  events. 

FAWNING  AREA:   Site  specific  area  utilized  by  mule  deer  for  parturition. 

FORAGE:  All  browse  and  herbaceous  foods  that  are  available  to  grazing 
animals . 
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FORB:   Non-woody  herbaceous  plants  neither  grass  nor  resembling  grass. 

FOREST  DEVELOPMENT:  A  program  of  silvicultural  treatment  of  perpetuate  and 
improve  production  of  wood  and  related  values.  It  includes  such 
treatments  as  site  preparation,  seeding,  planting,  and  protective 
measures. 

FOREST  LAND:  Land  that  is  now,  or  is  capable  of  becoming,  at  least  10  percent 
stocked  with  forest  trees  and  has  not  been  developed  for  non-timber  use. 

FOREST  MANAGEMENT  PROGRAM:  Includes  timber  activity  plan  and  all  forest 
resource  related  program  activity  plans. 

GRANDFATHERED  USE  (WILDERNESS) :  An  authorized  use  taking  place  on  the  land  as 
of  the  date  of  FLPMA  (October  21,  1976). 

GRAZING  PERMIT:  A  document  authorizing  use  of  the  public  lands  for  the 
purpose  of  grazing  livestock. 

GRAZING  SYSTEM:  A  systematic  sequence  of  grazing  use  and  nonuse  of  an 
allotment. 

HABITAT:   The  natural  environment  of  a  plant  or  animal. 

HIGH  INTENSITY  FOREST  MANAGEMENT  LANDS:  All  commercial  forest  land  that  is 
part  of  the  timber  production  base  for  allowable  cut  calculation  in  the 
SYU-15. 

INTENSIVE  MANAGEMENT:  Management  using  range  improvements  and  scientific 
techniques,  including  grazing  systems,  to  maximize  sustained  yields  of 
animals  and  forage  production. 

INTENSIVE  TIMBER  MANAGEMENT:  The  practice  of  converting  an  unregulated  forest 
into  a  maintained  and  managed  forest  to  approach  the  desired  and  optimum 
level  of  growing  stock  as  rapidly  as  possible  by  such  practices  as 
precommercial  and  commercial  thinning,  large-scale  site  preparation, 
planting,  brush  and  hardwood  control,  fertilization  and  forest  genetic 
improvements. 

INTERIM  MANAGEMENT  POLICY:  The  Bureau's  management  policy  for  lands  under 
wilderness  review.  The  policy  is  to  continue  resource  use  on  lands  under 
wilderness  review  in  a  manner  that  maintains  the  area's  suitability  for 
preservation  as  wilderness  (referred  to  as  the  "Nonimpairment"  Standard) . 

KIDDING  GROUND:  Site-specific  area  utilized  by  pronghorn  antelope  for 
parturition. 

LEK:   (See  strutting  ground.) 

LITHIC  SCATTER:  The  occurrence  of  flaked  stone  tools  and  flakes,  from 
isolates  to  large  dense  scatters.  Generally,  workshop  areas  sometimes 
associated  with  quarries. 
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MIDDEN  SITE:  Occupation  or  village  site,  usually  identified  by  the  presence 
of  a  cultural  midden,  house  depressions,  rock  rings,  organic  materials, 
or  other  cultural  artifacts  and  features. 

MILLING  STATION:  An  area  containing  milling  implements  such  as  manos, 
metatas,  bedrock  mortas,  and  milling  slabs. 

MONITORING:  Specific  studies  which  evaluate  the  effectiveness  of  actions 
taken  toward  achieving  management  objectives. 

NATIONAL  REGISTER  OF  HISTORIC  PLACES:  The  official  list,  established  by  the 
Historic  Preservation  Act  of  1966,  of  the  nation's  cultural  resources 
worthy  of  preservation. 

NATIONAL  REGISTER  QUALITY  SITE:  A  cultural  resource  site  eligible  for 
inclusion  on  the  National  Register. 

NONCOMMERCIAL  FOREST  LAND:  Land  which  is  not  capable  of  yielding  at  least  20 
cubic  feet  of  wood  per  acre  per  year  of  commercial  species  or  land  which 
is  capable  of  producing  only  noncommercial  tree  species. 

NONFOREST  LAND:  Land  that  has  been  developed  for  nontimber  uses  or  land  that 
is  incapable  of  being  10  percent  stocked  with  trees. 

NONUSE  (REGULAR) :  The  authorization  by  permit  to  withhold  livestock  use  on 
the  range  without  loss  of  preference  for  future  consideration  in 
livestock  use  of  public  lands.   Expressed  in  Animal  Unit  Months. 

PERENNIAL:   A  plant  having  a  life  cycle  of  three  or  more  years. 

PERENNIAL  STREAM:  ■  A  stream  which  flows  throughout  the  year. 

PERMITTEE:  Holder  of  a  license  or  permit  for  grazing  of  livestock  on  an 
allotment. 

PETROGLYPH:  A  figure,  design,  or  indentation  carved,  abraded,  or  pecked  on  a 
rock. 

PICTOGRAPH:   A  figure  or  design  painted  on  a  rock. 

PRECOMMERCIAL  THINNING:  Removal  of  surplus  trees  in  a  stand  before  they  reach 
merchantable  size.' 

PREFERENCE:  Grazing  privileges  established  following  the  passage  of  the 
Taylor  Grazing  Act,  based  on  the  use  of  the  Federal  range  during  the 
priority  period.  The  active  preference  and  suspended  preference  together 
make  up  the  total  grazing  preference. 

PRIMITIVE  AND  UNCONFINED  RECREATION:  Nonmotorized  and  nondeveloped  types  of 
outdoor  recreational  activities. 

PUBLIC  LAND:   Land  administered  by  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management. 
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QUARRY  SITES:   Quarry  area  used  by  prehistoric/historic  peoples. 

RANGE  CONDITION  (ECOLOGICAL) :  The  present  state  of  the  vegetation  of  a  range 
site  in  relation  to  the  climax  (natural  potential)  plant  community  for 
that  site.  Measured  as  a  percentage  of  the  present  plant  community  that 
is  climax  for  the  range  site. 

RANGE  DEVELOPMENT:  Any  structure  or  excavation  that  facilitates  management  of 
range  or  livestock. 

RANGE  IMPROVEMENT:  Any  activity  or  program  on  or  relating  to  rangelands  which 
is  designed  to  improve  production  of  forage,  change  vegetation 
composition,  control  patterns  of  use,  provide  water,  stabilize  soil  and 
water  conditions,  and  provide  habitat  for  livestock,  wild  free-roaming 
horses  and  burros,  and  wildlife.  The  term  includes  but  is  not  limited  to 
structures,  treatment  projects,  and  use  of  mechanical  means  to  accomplish 
the  desired  result. 

RANGELAND  SUITABILITY:  A  measure  of  an  area's  ability  to  be  used  for 
livestock  grazing  using  four  major  criteria  (distance  to  water,  degree  of 
slope  or  other  physical  barriers,  forage  production,  and  watershed 
condition)  which  are  evaluated  independently  or  in  various  combinations 
to  arrive  at  a  suitability  class. 

RANGE  SITE:  A  distinctive  kind  of  rangeland  that  differs  from  other  kinds  of 
rangeland  in  its  ability  to  produce  a  characteristic  natural  plant 
community. 

RANGE  TREND:   The  direction  of  change  in  range  condition. 

REFORESTATION:   Reestablishment  of  a  tree  crop  on  forest  land. 

REGENERATION:  The  renewal  of  a  tree  crop,  by  natural  or  artificial  means. 
Also,  the  young  crop  itself. 

REST:  Removal  of  grazing  on  a  range  area  to  allow  plants  to  replenish  their 
food  reserves.  Used  in  this  document  to  refer  to  year-long  relief  from 
livestock  grazing. 

RIPARIAN:  Situated  on  or  pertaining  to  the  bank  of  a  river,  stream,  or  other 
body  of  water.  Normally  used  to  refer  to  the  plants  of  all  types  that 
grow  rooted  in  the  watertable  of  streams,  ponds,  and  springs. 

ROCK  HUNTING  BLIND:   Rock  structure  used  for  hunting  by  prehistoric  peoples. 

ROCK  RINGS /CIRCLES:   Remains  of  prehistoric  structures. 

ROCKSHELTER:  Any  natural  shelter  between  or  under  standing  rocks  in  which 
traces  of  human  activity  are  found. 

SCARIFICATION:  Disturbance  of  the  upper  soil  layer  by  mechanical  means  in 
preparing  a  site  for  seeding  for  planting. 


GL-6 


SEASON  OF  USE:  That  period  of  time,  as  designated  in  planning  documents, 
within  which  livestock  grazing  can  be  authorized. 

SENSITIVE  PLANT:  Those  plants  which  require  management  consideration  under 
current  BLM  policy. 

SILVICULTURE:   The  art  of  producing  and  tending  a  forest. 

SOIL  COMPACTION:  The  process  of  increasing  the  bulk  density  of  the  soil 
through  the  compression  of  large  voids.  Reduction  of  the  air  spaces  in 
the  soil  will  result  in  overland  flow  of  water  and  surface  erosion 
occurring  with  less  intense  storms.  Soil  compaction  can  also 
significantly  reduce  plant  vigor  by  reducing  the  gas  exchange  (C0„  and 
0  )  in  the  root  zone,  by  reducing  the  transport  rate  of  nutrients  through 
the  soil,  and  by  creating  a  physical  impedence  to  root  penetration. 

SOLITUDE:  (1)  The  state  of  being  alone  or  remote  from  habitations; 
isolation.   (2)   A  lonely,  unfrequented,  or  secluded  place. 

STOCKING  RATE:  The  number  of  animals  on  a  specific  area  at  a  specific  time, 
usually  expressed  in  acres/AUM. 

STRUTTING  GROUND:  Small,  site-specific  area  utilized  by  sage  grouse  in  early 
spring  for  elaborate,  ritualized  courtship  displays. 

SUBSTANTIALLY  UNNOTICEABLE:  Refers  to  something  that  either  is  so 
insignificant  as  to  be  only  a  very  minor  feature  of  the  overall  area  or 
is  not  distinctly  recognizable  by  the  average  visitor  as  being  manmade  or 
man-caused  because  of  age,  weathering,  or  biological  change.  An  example 
of  the  first  would  be  a  few  minor  dams  or  abandoned  mine  buildings  that 
are  widely  scattered  over  a  large  area,  so  that  they  are  in  an 
inconspicious  part  of  the  scene.  Serious  intrusions  of  this  kind,  or 
many  of  them,  may  preclude  inclusion  of  the  land  in  a  wilderness  study 
area.  (See  also  "Cumulative  Impact",  above.)  An  example  of  the  second 
would  be  an  old  juniper  control  project  that  has  grown  up  to  a  natural 
appearance,  the  old  fallen  trees  largely  decomposed. 

SUSPENDED  PREFERENCE:  That  portion  of  the  grazing  preference  which  is  placed 
in  a  suspended  category  because  the  preference  exceeds  the  available 
livestock  grazing  capacity.   Same  as  suspended  nonuse. 

SUSTAINED  YIELD:  The  achievement  and  maintenance  in  perpetuity  of  a  high 
level  annual  or  regular  periodic  output  of  the  various  renewable 
resources  of  the  public  lands  consistent  with  multiple  use.  This  term  is 
most  commonly  associated  with  forest  management  and  the  provisions  of  an 
undiminished  or  "even  flow"  average  annual  production  of  wood  fiber  over 
decades.  It  is  also  applicable  to  the  management  of  all  renewable 
resources  including  forage,  wildlife,  water,  recreation  or  any  value  that 
can  be  managed  for  renewal  and  sustained  productivity.  It  is  dependent 
on  the  application  of  multiple  use  management  in  a  way  that  assumes  the 
maintenance  of  the  land's  productivity. 
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SUSTAINED  YIELD  UNIT  (SYU) :  A  geographic  area  for  which  an  allowable  timber 
cut  is  determined,  providing  for  continuous,  undiminishing  flow  of  timber 
at  a  given  intensity  of  management. 

TEMPORARY  NONRENEWABLE  LICENSE:  Authorization  of  livestock  grazing  on  public 
lands  in  excess  of  active  preference  on  a  temporary  basis  in  order  to 
make  use  of  excess  forage  temporarily  or  make  use  of  excess  forage  which 
will  be  monitored  in  preparation  for  increasing  active  preference. 

THREATENED  SPECIES:  Any  species  which  is  likely  to  become  an  endangered 
species  within  the  foreseeable  future  throughout  all  or  a  significant 
portion  of  its  range. 

TIMBER  MANAGEMENT  PLAN:  A  plan  which  deals  specifically  with  the 
implementation  of  the  approved  allowable  cut. 

TIMBER  PRODUCTION  BASE:  Acres  included  in  the  calculation  of  the  allowable 
cut  (see  high  intensity  forest  management  lands) . 

TIMBER  PRODUCTION  CAPABILITY  CLASSIFICATION  (TPCC) :  A  classification  system 
that  identifies  the  commercial  forest  land  base  capable  of  producing 
timber  on  a  sustained  yield  basis. 

UNNECESSARY  OR  UNDUE  DEGRADATION:  Impacts  greater  than  those  that  would 
normally  be  expected  from  an  activity  being  accomplished  in  compliance 
with  current  standards  and  regulations  and  based  on  sound  practices, 
including  use  of  the  best  reasonably  available  technology. 

UNSUITABLE  RANGE:  An  area  not  suited  for  livestock  grazing  because  of 
barrenness,  lack  of  forage  or  water,  unstable  soils,  or  physical  barriers 
such  as  topography,  rock,  or  dense  timber.  The  area  may  still  have  value 
for  wildlife. 

UTILIZATION:  The  amount  of  vegetation  or  foliage  removed  from  a  plant  by 
grazing  or  browsing  animals.  Usually  expressed  as  a  percent  of  the 
plants  total  annual  weight. 

VEGETATION  TREATMENT:  Vegetation  treatment  for  range  will  be  determined  on  an 
activity  plan  basis.  At  any  site,  prescribed  burning,  mechanical  brush/ 
juniper  removal,  and/or  intensive  woodcutting  or  herbicides  may  be  used. 
Reseeding  may  be  necessary  but  not  in  all  cases  as  remnant  perennials  are 
available  at  many  sites. 

VEGETATION  TYPE:  A  plant  community  with  visually  distinguishable 
characteristics,  based  upon  and  named  after  the  apparent  dominant  plant 
species. 

VISUAL  RESOURCE  MANAGEMENT  (VRM) :  The  planning,  design,  and  implementation  of 
management  objectives  to  provide  acceptable  levels  of  visual  impacts  for 
all  BLM  resource  management  activities. 

WATERSHED:   The  area  drained  by  a  principal  river  or  stream  system. 
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WETLANDS:  Poorly  drained  areas,  usually  having  impervious  soil,  which  occur 
in  depressions  near  the  bottom  of  slopes  or  on  large  flats.  Wetlands 
receive  water  from  direct  precipitation  and  overland  runoff  and  may  be  in 
contact  with  the  ground  water  system. 

WILDERNESS  AREA:  (1)  An  area  formally  designated  by  Congress  as  part  of  the 
National  Wilderness  Preservation  System.  (2)  An  area  formally 
designated  as  part  of  the  State  of  California's  Wilderness  Preservation 
System. 

WILDERNESS  INVENTORY:  An  evaluation  of  the  public  lands  in  the  form  of  a 
written  description  and  map  showing  those  lands  that  meet  the  wilderness 
criteria  as  established  under  section  603(a)  of  FLPMA  and  section  2(c)  of 
the  Wilderness  Act,  which  will  be  referred  to  as  wilderness  study  areas 
(WSAs) .   See  Wilderness  Inventory  Handbook,  dated  September  27,  1978. 

WILDERNESS  NONSUITABILITY:  A  management  recommendation,  based  on  the 
application  of  wilderness  suitability  criteria,  that  the  best  use  of  the 
resources  comprising  a  Wilderness  Study  Area  would  be  met  without 
designation  of  the  WSA  as  a  component  of  the  National  Wilderness 
Preservation  System,  permitting  uses  which  might  not  necessarily  be 
comparable  with  wilderness  values. 

WILDERNESS  REPORTING:  The  process  of  preparing  the  report  on  each  wilderness 
study  area  and  submitting  that  report  to  the  President  and  Congress 
through  the  Department  of  the  Interior. 

WILDERNESS  REVIEW  PROGRAM:  The  term  used  to  cover  the  entire  process  of 
wilderness  inventory,  study,  and  reporting  for  the  wilderness  resource, 
culminating  in  recommendations  submitted  through  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  and  the  President  to  Congress  as  to  the  suitability  or 
nonsuitability  of  each  wilderness  study  area  for  inclusion  in  the 
National  Wilderness  Preservation  System. 

WILDERNESS  STUDY:  The  process  of  analyzing  and  planning  wilderness 
preservation  opportunities  along  with  other  resource  opportunities  within 
the  Bureau's  Planning  System. 

WILDERNESS  STUDY  AREA  (WSA):  Roadless  areas  of  5,000  acres  or  more  and 
roadless  islands  of  public  lands  identified  as  having  wilderness 
characteristics  described  in  the  Wilderness  Act  of  1964. 

WILDERNESS  SUITABILITY:  A  management  recommendation,  based  on  the  application 
of  wilderness  suitability  criteria,  that  the  best  use  of  the  resources 
comprising  a  Wilderness  Study  Area  would  be  designation  of  the  WSA  as  a 
component  of  the  National  Wilderness  Preservation  System. 

WOODLAND  TYPE:  Areas  with  at  least  a  ten  percent  canopy  cover  of  woody 
plants,  primarily  juniper  but  some  oak  and  pine.  Woodlands  may  provide 
herbaceous  forage  in  the  understory  for  livestock  grazing. 
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